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Lothian Clinical Academic Pathways Partnership
Clinical Academic Research Gateway Funding
First Steps into Research Opportunities 2022

	Institution & Department
	Strathclyde Institute of Pharmacy & Biomedical Sciences (SIPBS), University of Strathclyde

	Contact – name, role & email

	Prof Marion Bennie
Prof of Pharmacy
Marion.bennie@strath.ac.uk

Emma Dunlop
Research Associate
Emma.dunlop@strath.ac.uk 

	Research Theme 
	Pharmacoepidemiology & Health Care Research

	Specific Research Project  – including methodology, stage of implementation

	The Cancer Medicines Outcomes Programme (CMOP) is a national project between the NHS boards in Scotland and the University of Strathclyde. It is funded as part of the Scottish Government’s 'Recovery and Redesign: An Action Plan for Cancer Services’, and hosted by NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde (NHS GGC). CMOP's vision is to understand the real-life impact of cancer medicines on Scottish cancer patients. Our aim is to develop a robust and reliable process to understand the effectiveness and safety of cancer medicines in routine care in Scotland. Together with information from clinical trials, this additional knowledge intends to help NHS Scotland deliver a more personalised approach to providing cancer care and ensure the safe and effective use of medicines. A successful Clinical Academic Research Gateway applicant could align to one or more work streams within the following programme, depending on their area of interest. 

Our 5 Core Aims                               
1. Can clinical databases be linked across all regions of Scotland?
2. How can we improve the quality and scope of the data that is routinely collected within the NHS?
3. How do we utilise routinely collected and newly evolving data sets to inform how NHS Scotland assesses the cost-effectiveness of cancer medicines?
4. What can we learn and how can we further collaborate across Scotland (and other nations) to obtain a more cohesive approach to collecting Patient Reported Outcome Measures (PROMS) as part of routine care?
5. Positioning Scotland as a centre of excellence in the area of cancer medicines surveillance through the establishment of a national and international network to support and further improve global cancer medicine outcomes.

Some current CMOP work streams include, but are not exclusive to:
· Clinical work streams
· Using linked NHS patient data to explore various clinical outcomes associated with certain cancers and treatments
· Health Technology Assessment (HTA) Work Streams
· Trialling the use of real-world data to inform initial HTA decision making 
· Utilising qualitative research methods to explore the perceived usefulness of real-world data as part of the medicines approval process in Scotland (due to commence April 2022 for approx. 7 months)
· Patient Reported Outcome Measures (PROMs) work streams
· CMOP founded the multi-stakeholder Scottish Cancer PROMs Advisory Group and Forum which aims to develop a core set of principles for cancer PROMs in Scotland
· Patient & Public Involvement / Engagement
· CMOP has an active and growing patient and public involvement initiative, with representatives recruited to the Programme Board
· CMOP regularly produces lay communications (social media, reports etc.) which require input from a number of stakeholders to assess appropriateness and accessibility. 

	Opportunities for candidate 
e.g. attending meetings; data collection; data management; analysis; ethics application; dissemination activities
(bullet points)














	University colleagues who are part of CMOP are predominantly from the Pharmacoepidemiology & Health Care Research Group (PEHCR) within the Strathclyde Institute of Pharmacy and Biomedical Sciences and links with other departments including Maths and Statistics, Computer Information Science and the Health & Care Futures initiative within the University. There is opportunity for applicants to meet and engage with researchers across the University of Strathclyde. 

Opportunities could include: 
· Meet with PhD students, established researchers and the clinical researchers of CMOP to better understand the academic career pathway and the role of clinicians in research
· Attend CMOP Research Team meetings
· Attend Research Seminars hosted by the PhD students, researchers and academics which may involve presentations, participating with a journal club or reviewing academic writing
· Act as an advisor to review documentation aimed at the general public (e.g. lay summaries, social media content, review Participant Information Sheets etc.) 
· Support the literature search process by identifying newly published research of relevance to CMOP and/or supporting study selection and data extraction
· Support data generation activities (e.g. participant recruitment, data collection, transcribing, analysis, report writing)
· Participate in networking activities (e.g. attend local conference)
· Support research dissemination activities (e.g. develop a poster / abstract from research findings)
· Integrate with a team actively writing a paper to understand the publication process

	Any other considerations for potential candidates? 
	Colleagues within the wider Pharmacoepidemiology & Health Care Research Group may welcome PhD applications from Allied Healthcare professionals. There is scope for a successful First Steps into Research applicant to use this opportunity to identify potential PhD supervisors and begin early discussions on a PhD topic.

	Dates available

	September 2022 onwards
Dates can be flexible depending on applicant’s preference
A calendar of CMOP Research Team meetings as well as Pharmacoepidemiology & Health Care Research meetings and events can be disseminated in advance for the applicant to identify those of most interest. 

	Mentor(s)
	To be decided upon depending on applicant’s identified support needs
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