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First Steps into Research Opportunities 2022

	Institution & Department

	Scottish Collaboration for Public Health Research and Policy, Department of Nursing, School of Health in Social Sciences, University of Edinburgh

	Contact – name, role & email

	Professor Ruth Jepson, Chair of Public Health in Social Science
Ruth.jepson@ed.ac.uk 

	Research Theme 

	All

	Specific Research Project  – including methodology, stage of implementation

	This project is part of a £7.1 mllion Consortium called GroundsWell
Community-engaged and Data-informed SystemsTransformation of Urban Green and Blue Space for Population Health https://ukprp.org/what-we-fund/groundswell/
The project is currently 8 months in and over 4 years to go. The focus is on reducing non-communicable diseases.

There are a number of opportunities depending on the applicant’s interests but could include:

1) Developing a set of outcome indicators for measuring the health impacts of urban green and blue space. 

This would involve a Delphi study with experts and then testing (through cognitive testing, qualitative interviews) a range of measures (such as those for mental health and physical activity) with community members in Edinburgh, Liverpool and Belfast. Due to begin in September 2022 and end in January 2023 with opportunities to then write up the results
2. Further testing of a citizens science App (Our Outdoors) which aims to measure perceived health and wellbeing in outdoor spaces
The app has been developed but we are hoping to get funding from Sustrans to test it out further with people from a range of seldom heard groups such as homeless people, minority ethnic groups. The project will start in October 2022 and run until April 2023. Methods include focus groups, workshops, analysis of the citizen science data. 


	Opportunities for candidate 
e.g. attending meetings; data collection; data management; analysis; ethics application; dissemination activities
(bullet points)




	This project is part of a £7.1 mllion Consortium called GroundsWell
Community-engaged and Data-informed SystemsTransformation of Urban Green and Blue Space for Population Health https://ukprp.org/what-we-fund/groundswell/

· Attend meetings with the local and national research team 
· Assist in ethics application
· Assist in qualitative data collection and analysis
· Assist in quantitative data analysis
· Contribute to report writing (interim and final)
· Contribute to any academic publications
· Be part of a large national project
· Opportunities for stakeholder engagement and working with seldom heard groups


	Any other considerations for potential candidates? 

	· Although this is in the realm of public health, most of the research methods and approaches are applicable to the clinical setting
· Opportunities to be part of SCPHRP and develop a understanding of public health research 

	Dates available

	August 2022- September 2025

	Mentor(s)

	Dr Stephen Malden, Professor Ruth Jepson
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