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Background information
The Lothian Care Academy has been commissioned by the four Local Authorities in Lothian, Integration Boards and NHS Lothian. 
Vision for the NHS Lothian Care Academy:
The Lothian Care Academy will deliver high-quality learning by working together with key stakeholders to create a consistent, safe, and best value training offer within Health and Social Care which will attract, develop, and support staff through their care sector roles.
Over the next few years, the Lothian Care Academy will provide advice, support and opportunities for staff to develop their knowledge and understanding in their roles and will look to make it easier for staff to join the care sector and transition between roles in Health and Social Care. 

What has happened so far?
In our last newsletter, we shared our milestones for the programme’s first phase. We committed to providing regular updates through our newsletter to keep you informed. From June until October we have:
· Established an ACP working group to embed Anticipatory Care Planning throughout Lothian following the recommendations within the Scottish Government healthcare framework for older adults living within care homes
· Met with key stakeholders regarding our dementia workstream, including staff within care homes and care at home services to inform the design of our new dementia training. This is due to be piloted in November with McSence Care at Home service and Braeburn Care Home.
· Worked with Chief Nurses and Central Legal Office to agree principles for supporting competency assessments between health and social care staff. A first draft of this document is currently being finalised.
· Launched our stoma care pilot with care at home staff in Edinburgh HSCP and West Lothian HSCP. The pilot has now been scaled up to include staff throughout Lothian.
· Reviewed our mentorship pilot and began conversations to scale up throughout Lothian in partnership with Edinburgh college.
· Worked collaboratively to establish a new “Step into care” course launching in October (more information below)
· Presented at the first Lothian Care Home and Care at Home conference in September. 
· Met with staff in Crookston Care Facility to co-design audiology support for staff to identify hearing concerns and improve communication with those who are hard of hearing. The support document will be piloted with Crookston and then circulated across East Lothian for further testing before wider release.
· Worked alongside the clinical education team to provide 12 funded Personal Development Award places to staff from across Lothian. 
· Undertaken a review of the Lothian Care Academy first phase.

Lothian Care Academy and Edinburgh College “Step into care” course launched
We are excited to announce the launch of our new “Step into care” course which has been designed in partnership with Edinburgh college and social care providers including Erskine Care Home, Queens Manor Care Home and Bluebird Homecare. 
This is a free 10-week online and practical face-to-face course which will introduce students to a career in Social Care, where opportunities are many and varied. The course offers a job interview for full-time and part-time positions with partner social care providers at the end of the course.  The course has been designed for those who enjoy working with people, are compassionate, have a sense of fun and are seeking a new rewarding career helping others live their lives to the full.
“Step into care” begins on the 24th October and more information can be found here. Please circulate this opportunity within your networks. 
Get in touch with us!
We now have a Lothian Care Academy email address and Twitter account – so you can keep up with what we are doing.
Email : Loth.CareAcademy@nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk
Twitter : @LothCareAcademy 
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