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	Level

☒ Level 1 Discovering    ☐ Level 2 Deciding      ☐ Level 3 Developing         ☐ Level 4 Directing

	Title of Opportunity
Understanding the Clinical Research Nurse role


	Location
RIE, WGH or RHCYP Clinical Research Facility

	Lead Contact of person offering opportunity    
Ailsa Geddes (Lead Clinical Research Nurse Educator)                                                                     
Email
ailsa.geddes@nhs.scot


	Duration
1 or 2 days


	Description of Opportunity 
Edinburgh Clinical Research Facility (Edinburgh CRF) is a joint venture between the University of Edinburgh and NHS Lothian that provides state of the art facilities to support multidisciplinary clinical research and training. Edinburgh CRF operates on all the acute clinical sites in Lothian (WGH, RIE, RHCYP) and in July 2011 became the first academic non-commercial clinical research facility in the UK to receive accreditation under the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) Phase I Scheme.

Within the Nursing and Clinical Core of the Edinburgh CRF there are a variety of roles including Clinical Research Nurses, Administrative and Medical Staff. This opportunity is to offer insight into the role of the Clinical Research Nurses within the Edinburgh CRF. By spending the day shadowing a Clinical Research Nurse, you will learn about the fundamentals of regulatory research frameworks (e.g. Good Clinical Practice) through direct observation and discussion, helping to demystify the Clinical Research Nurse role.


	Opportunities for candidate
· Observe the research participant journey through a clinical trial, taking into account different stages a participant may be involved in e.g. initial approach, informed consent, randomisation, dosing, follow-up.
· Shadow research nurses carrying out clinical research participant visits
· Observe specific clinical research nursing skills and participate where appropriate e.g. informed consent, data and sample collection, sample processing
· Complete online Good Clinical Practice training


	Expected Learning / Outcomes
· Find out about Edinburgh CRF as an organisation, the role of the clinical research nurse and how research impacts patient care
· Understand the journey and steps involved to license a medicine / device for use and how evidence based practice works
· Learn about the varying types of approvals governing clinical research in the UK e.g. Research Ethics Committee approval, local Research & Development NHS management approval. 
· Gain an understanding of the principles of GCP by observing its application along with other regulatory frameworks in the clinical research practice setting. 


	Target Group
Any registered nurses who do not have previous experience of research


	Dates available
To be mutually agreed on application


	How to apply / arrange
Contact Ailsa Geddes ailsa.geddes@nhs.scot
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