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Clinical Academic Research Gateway Funding
First Steps into Research Opportunities 2026
Full details of the Gateway awards scheme can be found at:
Lothian Clinical Academic Research Gateway Awards – Health and Care Professions Research

 

	Institution & Department

Research Centre (if appropriate)
	Queen Margaret University - School of Health Sciences - Division Of Nursing and Paramedic Science

	Contact – name, role & email

	Dr Alison Wood, Senior Lecturer 
awood1@qmu.ac.uk 

	Research Project/Programme Title

	Evaluation of the Prescribing Learning Journey

	Details of Research Project / Programme – including funder, team members, methodology, stage of implementation

	An evaluation of learning and experience for all independent and supplementary prescribing students and designated prescribing practitioners (DPPs).
 The aim of the study is to explore and identify the needs of students and DPPs through a qualitative approach. This supports the ongoing work previously completed exploring needs for those who have had a break from their qualification. Potential focus groups are planned to illicit views on these roles and experiences to support ongoing development both within NHS and University settings· 

	Opportunities for candidate 
e.g. attending meetings; data collection; data management; analysis; ethics application; dissemination activities
(bullet points)




	· Involvement in research design and ethics process
· Attending meetings
· Helping with recruitment and data collection 
· Data analysis
· Collaborating in publication and dissemination

	Any other considerations or information for potential candidates? (e.g. potential links to other projects, networking opportunities, specific skills needed)
	The candidate should be interested in prescribing and advanced roles and engaging with registered nurses, midwives and other health professionals in qualitative research.

	Dates available (awards likely to be made Feb 2026 for start in April 2026 onwards)
	April 2026

	Mentor(s)
	Dr Alison Wood / Margot McCulloch, Strategic Lead Advanced Practice NHS Lothian
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